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PARABLES OF THE  
LOST SHEEP AND COIN 

LU KE  1 5:1-10 

GOAL w To teach children that God searches for and saves the spiritually lost. He loves the lost just as 

much as those who have always followed Him. 

 

Parable: a type of story Jesus used to explain moral or spiritual truths to people

Repent: to turn away from sin and consciously work to not do it again

Luke 15:10: “I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”

Luke 19:10: “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”

Read Luke 15:1-10: One day, a group of tax collectors and other people who were considered 

to be sinners gathered around to hear Jesus speak, which made the Pharisees and other 

religious leaders upset. They didn’t like that Jesus would associate, and even eat a meal, with 

such sinful people. To this, Jesus responded by telling a couple of parables. The first story 

was about a shepherd and his flock of 100 sheep. Jesus asked the crowd what the shepherd 

would do if one of the sheep got lost. “Wouldn’t he leave the 99 others to search for the 

missing sheep until he found it?” Jesus told the people that, once the shepherd found the 

sheep, he would put it on his shoulders and carry it home, where he would call all his friends 

and neighbors to celebrate its return. To make sure that everyone understood what He 

meant, Jesus told another parable, this time about a woman with 10 silver coins. Jesus asked 

the people what the woman would do if she lost one of the coins. Wouldn’t she get a light 

and sweep the whole house, looking for the missing coin until she found it? Once she found 

it, she would call in her friends and neighbors to celebrate with her. Jesus explained that in 

both situations, the joy the shepherd and the woman felt finding their lost items was the 

same joy felt in heaven when people return to God and repent of their sins. 
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• God loves the lost sinner: The Pharisees looked down on people they considered to be 

sinners. Jesus told these stories to show that God loves everyone, even the people the 

Pharisees and other religious leaders considered to be sinners. They might have looked 

down on them, but God never will. 

• God searches for the lost sinner: In both stories, the shepherd and the woman are 

examples of how God never gives up looking for His people. 

• God rejoices when the lost sinner is found: Jesus’ story explained why he associated 

with people who were considered to be sinners: because God loves them. Those sinners 

needed to hear the truth just as much as anyone else. If spending time with them meant 

that even one of them would repent, it would bring God joy. 

Ages 5-7  Seek the Sheep | Play hide and seek. The students who hide are sheep, and 

the student who looks for them is the shepherd. 

Ages 5-10  Sheep Quest | Supplies: green construction paper, tape, cut-out image  

of a sheep.

From the green construction paper cut out a number of bush shapes. On one side, number 

the bushes, and on the back of one, attach the image of the sheep. Either divide the class 

into teams, or one at a time, let the students pick a bush to see if they found the sheep. The 

first student or team to find the sheep wins. 

Ages 8-10  Treasure Hunt | Supplies: nickels, dimes, and quarters, or cut-out images of 

these same coins

Hide the coins, or images of coins, around the room. Tell the students to search for the coins. 

The student who finds the most wins. 
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Luke 15:10: God and all the angels are overjoyed when even just one person turns away from 

sin and returns to God.   

Luke 19:10: Jesus gave up His throne in Heaven to become a human man to find and save all 

the people who do not follow God. 

Ages 5-10  Sheep-a-Boo | Supplies: paper cups, popsicle sticks, cut-out images of sheep, 

cotton balls, glue, decorating supplies such as markers, crayons, and glitter

Cut a slit at the bottom of the cup that is wide enough for the popsicle stick to fit in. Give 

each student a cup, a popsicle stick, some cotton balls, and glue. Tell the students to glue 

the cotton balls to the sheep so it looks fluffy, then have them glue the sheep to the popsicle 

stick. Tell the students to put the popsicle stick into the hole at the bottom of the cup so that 

the sheep goes into the cup. Let the students decorate their paper cups however they want. 

Ages 5-10  Stand-Up Sheep | Supplies: cardstock cut-out images of sheep, cotton balls, 

clothespins, glue

Tell the students to glue cotton balls to both sides of the sheep. Give each student two 

clothespins and tell them to attach them to the bottom of the sheep so they act as the 

sheep’s legs.

Ages 8-10  Joyful Coins | Supplies: cardboard, aluminum foil, permanent markers 

Cut out circles from cardboard. The circles should be large enough to write on, but small 

enough to fit in a pocket. Have the students cover their cardboard circle with aluminum foil. 

Then have them write “Jesus came to seek and save the lost” on it. 

Students can carry around this coin to remind them of how much God loves them. If they 

lose it, that can remind them that no matter what they do, God always loves them and 

wants them to come back to Him!
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• God loves the lost sinner: No matter what we do, God will always love us!

• God searches for the lost sinner: God gave us free will to make choices that lead us away 

from Him, but even if we stray, He never gives up hope for us. He searches for us and helps 

us to come back into a relationship with Him. We are never alone!

• God rejoices when the lost sinner is found: Just like the happiness the shepherd felt 

when he found his lost sheep and the woman felt when she found her lost coin, there is 

joy in Heaven when a person returns to God and repents of his or her sins.
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QUESTION & ANSWER

Q1a: Why did the Pharisees and religious leaders complain 

about Jesus?

A1: The Pharisees and religious leaders complained about 

Jesus because He was hanging out with sinners. 

Q1b: Is it bad to be friends with people who are different from you?

Teacher’s Note: Not at all! Jesus was friends with people who were as different from Him as 

they possibly could be: He was perfect and sinless, and His friends were sinners. Jesus hung 

out with these people because they were lost, and they needed to hear the truth. In the 

Bible, Jesus tells us to do the same thing: Love our neighbors as ourselves and to share the 

good news of salvation through Jesus. 

 

Q2a: Who was Jesus’ story about?

A2: Jesus told a story about a shepherd with 100 sheep.

Q2b: You go on a walk with two dogs. One of them runs 

away. Would you go after it?

TN: Yes! Whether the dogs are ours or not, we are in charge of them, and we care for them. 

We wouldn’t want the dog to stay lost. We would go look for the dog. God is our creator. He 

cares for us. If we ever stray, He will always try to get us to come back to Him because He 

loves us. 
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QUESTION & ANSWER

Q3a: Who did the shepherd call when he got home?

A3: The shepherd called his friends and neighbors.

Q3b: You find a $5 bill in the pocket of a coat you haven’t 

worn since last winter. How do you feel?

TN: Like we won the lottery! We put that $5 bill in our pocket and forgot all about it. We 

found something we didn’t even know we had lost. God knows every single person on the 

planet. He knows who follows Him and who does not. He knows exactly how many people 

are lost, and He wants them all to come back to Him.

Q4a: How did Jesus compare His story to God?

A4: Jesus said that the joy the shepherd felt was like the 

joy felt in Heaven when a sinner repents. 

Q4b: Does God love the lost more than those who  

follow Him?

TN: This verse can be tricky to understand. While it does say that there is more joy in Heaven 

when one lost person turns away from sin than is felt for those who never strayed, that 

absolutely does not mean that God loves those people more. God loves everyone, more 

than we can even imagine, equally. When we follow Him, it brings Him joy. There is great joy 

in Heaven when a sinner repents because that is one more person who is saved!
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QUESTION & ANSWER

Q5a: Jesus told a second story about who?

A5: Jesus told a second story about a woman with  

10 coins. 

Q5b: If God knows everything, how can He lose anything?

TN: Let the students think about this question. No one is physically lost from God. He knows 

where everyone is all the time. This story is talking about people who have lost their way 

from God’s path for their lives. God gave us free will, which means we have the power to 

make our own decisions. Sometimes we make good choices and bring God joy; other times, 

we make bad choices, and we turn away from God. It’s our job to listen to the Holy Spirit 

who guides us through our lives and helps us to make good decisions that keep us on the 

path God created us to walk.  

Q6a: Why did the woman call her friends and neighbors?

A6: The woman called her friends and neighbors to 

rejoice with her for finding her lost coin.

Q6b: Have you ever welcomed a family member home 

after they had been gone for a long time?

TN: Welcome home parties are quite a celebration! When our loved ones are absent for a 

long time, it’s so good to see them again. That is a reason to celebrate! When sinners repent, 

it’s like they’ve come home to God after a long journey away, and God is so happy to see 

them!
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QUESTION & ANSWER

Q7a: How did Jesus explain His second story?

A7: Jesus said that the joy the woman felt finding her 

lost coin was like the joy felt in Heaven when one person 

repents. 

Q7b: Have you ever been sad because you lost something?

TN: Let the students answer. Ask them how long they searched for the thing they lost. Did 

they ever give up? How happy would they be if they found it today? Multiply that feeling by 

a number bigger than we can even think of, and that is how happy God is when a person 

turns away from sin!
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QUESTION & ANSWER

Luke 15:10: “I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”

Luke 19:10: “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”

God seeks and saves the lost.

Father God, thank You for never giving up on us and for loving us no matter what. Help us 

to stay true to the path You have set for our lives. We ask these things in Jesus’ name, Amen.
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LESSON TRANSCRIPT

Tax collectors and other people who were considered to 

be sinners often came to listen to Jesus teach. This made 

the Pharisees and teachers of religious law complain 

that He was hanging around with such sinful people—

even eating with them!

 In response to the religious leaders’ reaction, Jesus told 

the people a story about a shepherd and his flock of 

sheep. Jesus said, “If a man has 100 sheep and one of 

them gets lost, what would he do? Wouldn’t he leave the 

99 others in the wilderness and go search for the one 

that is lost until he finds it?

“Once the shepherd finds his lost sheep, he’s so happy 

that he puts it on his shoulders and carries it home. When 

he arrives, he calls together his friends and neighbors, 

saying, ‘Rejoice with me because I found my lost sheep!’ “

 

Jesus explained to those who had come to listen to Him 

that, just as the shepherd rejoiced over finding his lost 

sheep, there is more joy in Heaven over one lost person 

who turned away from sin and returns to God than over 

the 99 others who are righteous and never strayed!
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LESSON TRANSCRIPTLESSON TRANSCRIPT

To make sure everyone understood His point, Jesus 

then went on to tell the group another story. Jesus said, 

“Suppose a woman has 10 silver coins and loses one. 

Wouldn’t she light a lamp and sweep the entire house, 

searching carefully until she finds it?

“When the woman finally finds the lost coin, she calls 

in her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me 

because I found my lost coin!’ “

 

Jesus explained the meaning of the story by telling the 

people that the kind of joy the woman felt when she 

found her lost coin is the same joy angels in the presence 

of God experience when even one person turns away 

from sin.
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